
 

 

Planning, Taxi Licensing and Rights of Way Committee Report 
 

Application 
Number: 

20/1122/FUL Grid Ref: E: 308109 
N: 293941 

Community 
Council: 

 Aberhafesp Community Valid Date: 04.09.2020 

 
Applicant: Mr Jeff Hopkins 
 
Location: Bank Farm, Aberhafesp, Newtown, Powys, SY16 3LS.  
 
Proposal: Erection of a livestock building for straw- based pig rearing with associated 
feed bin, hard standing area, landscaping and drainage attenuation pond. 
 
Application Type: Full Application 
 
 
REPORT UPDATE 
 
Agent Correspondence 
 
Email correspondence was circulated to Members from the applicant’s agent in an email 
dated the 30th September 2022. In the interests of clarity to all Members I have included 
this correspondence in full at Appendix A below. 
 
Consideration has been asked to take into consideration the planning balance when 
determining the planning application. 
 
Planning Policy Wales (2021) confirms that SSSIs are of national importance. 
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, places a duty on all public bodies, to take 
reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of their functions, to further the 
conservation and enhancement of the features by reason of which a SSSI is of special 
interest.  
 
Planning Policy Wales continues to state that “SSSIs can be damaged by developments 
within or adjacent to their boundaries, and in some cases, by development some 
distance away. There is a presumption against development likely to damage a SSSI 
and this presumption should be appropriately reflected in development plans and 
development management decisions. In particular, before authorising development 
likely to damage any of the notified features of a SSSI, planning authorities must give 
notice of the proposed operations to NRW, and must take its advice into account in 
deciding whether to grant planning permission and in attaching planning conditions. For 
the purposes of land use planning proposed SSSIs will be treated in the same way as 
notified SSSIs.” 
 



 

 

There is therefore a presumption against development likely to damage a SSSI. In this 
instance we have received an objection from Natural Resources Wales who confirm that 
Gregynog SSSI is already exceeding thresholds and this development, would add 
further ammonia into that SSSI. It is therefore concluded that this development would 
further see a decline and negatively impact upon the features of that SSSI and 
therefore, whilst the agents comments are noted, the reason for refusal remains justified 
in this instance. 
 
Highway Safety 
 
In Officers previous reports, mention was made to utilising the existing access to the 
site. This was an error and therefore write to confirm the following updated statement. 
 
Following amended plans, a new access is proposed off C2063 which also includes a 
number of other highway improvements along the access route and road widening.  
 
As per Officers previous report, the Powys Highway Authority have been consulted and 
subject to numerous conditions the highway authority has confirmed that they are now 
in a position to support the proposal subject to the recommended conditions. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In light of the above however, the recommendation remains as per the previous Officers 
report recommendation. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Case Officer: Gemma Bufton, Principal Planning Officer 
Tel: 01597 827505 E-mail: gemma.bufton1@powys.gov.uk     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A- Email correspondence from applicants agent. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 


